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SUB J : DANISH AMBASSADOR REPORTS ON CAMBODIA 

SUMMARY: DANISH AMBASSADOR TO CAMBODIA, AFTER TWO WEEK VISIT, 
CALLED PHNOM PENH A "GHOST TOWN". FINNNISH AMBASSADOR CALLED IT 
A "NIGHTMARE" WHILE ONE SWEDE PERSISTED IN PRAISING CAMBODIAN 
CONDITIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MEDIA OVER THE WEEKEND CARRIED REPORTS ON DANISH AMBASSADOR 
TO CAMBODIA'S RECENT VISIT TO THAT COUNTRY. AMBASSADOR KJELD 
MORTENSEN, WHO IS RESIDENT IN PEKING, VISITED CAMBODIA WITH THE 
AMBASSADORS OF SWEDEN AND FINLAND AND "COLLEAGUES" FROM TANZANIA 
AND IRAQ. THEY WERE IN PHNOM PENH FOR TWO WEEKS. ACCORDING TO 

THE RITZAU'S PEKING CORRESPONDENT, ERKKI KARJ ALAINEM , 

MORTENSEN SAID THAT THE DIPLOMATS WERE ABLE TO LEAVE THE 
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CAPITAL ONLY ONCE, ON A VISIT TO ANGKOR- WATT. 

2. MORTENSEN REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE VISITORS WERE TOLD THE 
FORMER THREE-MILLION-PERSON CITY OF PHNOM PENH WAS NOW INHABITED 
BY 20,000; IN FACT, THE NORDIC DIPLOMATS FELT THE NUMBER WAS EVEN 
LOWER. ONE CALLED PHNOM PENH A "GHOST TOWN". OF THE NORMAL CITY 
ACTIVITIES LITTLE WAS LEFT AND THERE IS VIRTUALLY NO TRAFFIC. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ONLY THE MAIN HIGHWAYS WERE OPEN; THE SIDE STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
HAD BEEN CONVERTED TO VEGETABLE GARDENS, MORTENSEN SAID, THUS 
MAKING THE CITY TO A GREAT EXTENT SELF-SUFFICIENT IN FOOD. 
ACCORDING TO RITZAU, MORTENSEN CLAIMED THAT NEVER BEFORE HAD A 
COUNTRY EXISTED WHICH PLACED SUCH GREAT IMPORTANCE ON THE 
VILLAGES TO THE NEGLECT OF THE CITIES. 

4. MORTENSEN SAID MONEY HAS BEEN ABOLISHED AND ALL TRADE GOES ON 
BY BARTER. PIGS AS WELL AS RABBITS AND HENS ARE RAISED IN THE 
CITY. EACH MORNING GRIGADES OF YOUNT WORKERS, AGES 10 TO 30, 

ARE BROUGHT IN APPARENTLY TO REBUILD THE CITY'S INDUSTRY. THEY 
ARE RETURNED TO THE COUNTRY IN THE EVENING. MORTENSEN REPORTED 
THAT LITERALLY SPEAKING HE SAW NO OLDER PEOPLE AND THAT IT WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN MILITARY AND CIVILIANS SINCE 
NO UNITS WERE IN UNIFORM. NOR DID HE SEE MANY ARMED PEOPLE. 

THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF ANY CONFLICT WITH VIETNAM. 

5. THERE IS NO MAIL AND NO TELEGRAPH AND SINCE MONEY HAS BEEN 
DONE AWAY WITH, OLD BILLS WERE OFTEN SEEN LYING ON THE STREETS 
OF PHNOM PENH. THE ONLY CONTACT WITH THE SURROUNDING WORLD. THE 
AMBASSADOR SAID, WAS A PLANE TO CHINA TWICE A MONTH. THE RAILWAY 
STATIONS WERE EMPTY AND NO TRAINS WERE MOVING. PRIVATE CARS HAD 
BEEN DESTROYED BY RUST AND ONLY THE TOP LEADERS WERE PERMITTED 
TO USE AUTOMOBILES NOW. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THEY WERE TOLD THEY 
WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO USE CARS, BUT HE DID NOT EXPLAIN HOW 
THEY GOT AROUND THEMSELVES. 
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6. ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT. FINNISH AMBASSADOR PENTI SUOMELA 
SAID UPON HIS RETURN TO PEKING THAT "IT IS LIKE AN ABSURD FIL, 

A NIGHTMARE. ONE FINDS IT HARD TO BELIEVE IT'S REALLY TRUE". 
DEAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AMBASSADORS, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978COPENH00490 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780034-0828 

Format: TEL 

From: COPENHAGEN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 35/aaaabdfe. tel 

Line Count: 99 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 590325e1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3732494 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DANISH AMBASSADOR REPORTS ON CAMBODIA SUMMARY: DANISH AMBASSADOR TO CAMBODIA, AFTER TWO WEEK VISIT, 

CALLED PHNOM PENH A Y'GHOST TOWNY'. FINNNISH AMBAS SA 

TAGS: SHUM, CB, DA 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/590325e1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



